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Rick Steves doesn't just list where to travel in Europe, he leads travellers through the "back door",

revealing how to give every journey an extra, more authentic dimension. He shows travellers how to

delve into European culture, and experience each region's natural wonders - economically and

hassle-free. Rick Steves' television series Travels in Europe with Rick Steves is seen on more than

200 public tv channels in the US and Canada
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The book had some decent info, but it was spotty. For example, most info was based on population

centers (Oslo and Bergen for Norway, and that's about it).Plus, I don't mind if a writer is liberal or

conservative, but he seems to go out of his way to cut down those that don't hold his views. For

example, 'even a Republican would eat there.' Or talking about how a Republican would be shaking

from sites seen in certain areas. C'mon already. While you might think Republicans are a different

species, it does detract from the reason people read your books. Also, cutting down Norway

because they allow whaling, but praising Denmark for its liberal views on drugs or cohabitation.Ok,

sorry for my rant. The book as some good points, especially if your travels focus on population

centers. It is biased toward rail travel (versus travel by car), but that is ok, and probably good for

younger travelers.It also had an interesting suggested travel routes, based on the number of days

you have. Kind of a neat idea.All in all, the book left me wishing there was more detail. Maybe I

need to buy individual books for each country, rather than trying to get all of my Scandanavia



reference from one book.
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It seems that Mr. Steves is more concerned about his political views than giving us good travel info,

at times. 'Even suitable for a Republican to dine at' and 'Republicans might be shaking from the

customs' were a couple of examples (not verbatum) and he criticized Norway's whaling culture, but

approved of Denmark's permissive culture toward drugs and sex.Ok, ok...I'll stop my rant. I just was

hoping for more travel substance and less politicizing. The book was geared toward the population

centers, so you might not get the info outside of the two largest cities in each country...was hoping

for more out of the way information.Also, not too much info on driving. Geared more toward rail

travel, which is ok and probably better for students traveling abroad.On the plus side, he had a kind

of cool trip suggestion based on the number of days you have available (from 3 to 21 days), but

again it is based on the larger cities.I think I will look for more specifics by getting individual books

for each country.
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